
















































































Newport Waterfront Commission

January 11, 2010

Newport City Council
City Hall
43 Broadway
Newport, RI 02840

RE: Waterfront Commission 2009 Annual Report

Dear Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council:

Attached is the 2009 Aunual Report for the Waterfront Commission. It lists the
significant accomplishments for last year and reflects the quality, dedication and
commitment of the Commission members.

I trust the Council appreciates the contributions of these citizens.

We would like to recognize the outstanding leadership provided by Tim Mills during this
year, as in past years. We also owe a great deal of appreciation to Jon Stevens for his
support and advice, and to Erin Mulligan for her tremendous personal effort and
expertise.

Hank Kniskern
Chair - Waterfront Commission

Copy:
Ed Lavallee, City Manager
Jon Stevens, Director - Economic Development
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CITY OF NEWPORT
WATERFRONT COMMISSION

ANNUAL REPORT - 2009

COMMISSION ACCOMPLISHMENTS

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Harbor Water Quality Certification (HMP WQC File No, 06-008)
Submitted HMP to Council for Approval- moved to Jan 2010
US Army Corp of Engineers - Council De-anthorization Approval
User Survey and Analysis ofthe Harbor - Performance Marketing & Visitors Bureau
Driftways - Dinghy and Watercraft study and revised ordinances in collaboration with the Point
Association
Harbor Maritime Center and Pier Planning - With Redevelopment Agency
Waterfront Economic Study with URI/Coastal Resource Center
Mooring List Management - Study, Recommendations and Ordinance Changes Approved
Harbor Management Plan - CRMC/Army CorpslHarbormaster
Popular Street Driftway Apron Repair (Scott Wheelerrrim Mills)
Participation in Comprehensive Land Use Plan Revisions
4 CRMC Request Responses
9 Mooring Related Appeal Hearings
13 Waterfront Commission Meetings
Presentations - URI Coastal Resource Center: Ports and Harbor Study
Added Four New Members: Peter Clark, Jed Peal'sall, Ryan Miller, Jon Heon
Stone Pier Dockage Study
Harbor Welcome Signage
Reused Harbor Brochure
Armory Financial Pro-Forma and Collaboration with the Redevelopment Agency

ATTENDANCE REPORT - Reported Absences (13 meetings)

Robert Anton - 1
Peter Clark -2
Klm Hapgood - 1
JonHeon-O
Hank Kniskern - 1
John O'Brien - 3
Brian O'Keefe - 3
Ryan Miller - 1
Jed Pearsall - 3

Respectfully Submitted,
Brian O'Keefe, Secretary, Newport Waterfront Commission
11 January 2010
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OUR DRIFTWAYS ­
A SUCCESS STORY
WITH A HAPPY ENDING
by Isabel Griffiths

Unique to Newport, driftways are d,e western end of
streets crossing Washington Street and ending at or in
the water of Narragansett Bay. Located in the City's
historic Point neighborhood, driflways offer access to
the Bay, at least in concept. Per city ordinance, te­
sponsibility for maintaining the drifrways falls to the
City's harboJ:master, charged widI keeping the driftways
clear of allqbst1"t1ction so as to allow access to the
water - an ilnpossible task given the vague wording
of the ordinance as it existed until this past SlillImer.

Stories about derelict boats on d,e driftways had grown
to become "urban legend" with long-time residents
clainllng to remember certain offending boats sitting
111 the same place fot a decade or more. The problem
of the driftways had been obvious to reside11ts, the
harbormaster and other interested parties for many
years, but the perceived complexity of the situation
was daunting. Nevertheless, the Watel-front Commis~
sian (WFC) chose to address dle issue, beginning in
the fall of 2008, after several conce1'11ed .residents at­
tended WFC meetings to complain about the driftways.

The WFC has adopted the process of collecting data
and information (e,g" number of dinghies, exact ordi­
nance language, State laws that apply, comparison widl
other towns) to give them an objective profile of a po­
tential ptoject. They also tiT to get perspectives from
~sers or those affected by the project, These perspec­
tlves always cIanfy the naru.re of a problem as well as
define criteria fo.r alternative solutions.

It is not always easy to get "stakeholdet" perspectives
early 111 the game, The WFC asked dle Point Associa­
tion for help in working on the dtiftway situation and
complicated related issues. According to the Chair of
the WFC, Point residents' insights and ideas made a tre­
mendous difference in the resolution of the problem.

• The WFC received an Issue Review and Project Scope
report in December, 2008. This report, pur together by
WFC members, defined the isslles and presented data
reg~ding obstruction of the drifrways. For example,
du.r111g the weekend of September 5-7, 2008, 104 boats
we.re stored in the driftways at Pine, Cherry, Chestnut,
Walnut, Willow and Poplar Streets, all in d,e Point area.

• The d~tailedreport p.rompteddIe wi'c to invite a tep­
reselltatlv~ fro!'!1 the Point Association to the meeting
where senous discussion began. Friends of the Water­
front as well as the Harbormaster were already involved,
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ARNOW ART GALLERY
. :Zit:! THAMflS S1'lUilTf

Nl;W.POR1\ Rl O'.l&l.c.

8Q<')~3j"-2:l34

ARNOLD ART CENTRE
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(Conh"nncdfrom page 13)

• Two categories of issues were identified: 1) Manage­
ment of dinghies and watercraft on the driftways ­
clearly under the jurisdiction of the Harbormaster and
\WC. 2) Parking, obstruction and other encroachment
of the driftways as public access - a much more com­
plicated issue lacking clear definitions and jurisdiction.

Why did this work so well?

a) Residents brought their concerns to the appro­
priate Commission.

b) The WFC conducted a detailed study of the
problem and encouraged bwad public discussion.

• TI,e WFC chose to concentrate ftrst on the watercraft
problem. .A small conunittce of interested Point resi­
dents was formed and encouraged'to provide as broad
a perspective as possible. Newport This Week provided
good publicity in an article by Tom Shevlin who at­
tended the WFC meeting in April, 2009

• The WFC hammered out appropriate language and
the "boat sticker" nues to give the existing ordinance
the "clout" necessaty for enforcement.

• With very little discussion, the City Council approved
the amended ordinance, unanimously, in the late spring,
2009. It has been successfully implemented by the
Harbonnaster.

c) The WFC clearly defined the scope of the is­
sues most likely to be solved and developed simple,

appropriate language and rules to do it.

Rep. Peter Ma.rtin
District 75
Newport

Serving the residents of the Point
for many years.

Phone: [401] 924-2402
Email: Re1.75@StacyHouse.com

Sue Brandon - 401.644-8892

Custom Garden Containers
& Window Boxes

Since 1989·

Fully licensed and insured - Intel'iorlExterior ~ MlJlti~colors

Expert reglazing & plastering· WalJcoverings

Historic Restoration

COllrleous, respected, & experienced crew

Cootact Brad at 847-2942 orvla email:
bradwaltersoo@Cox.oe!

References gladly made available..

BRADLEY WATTERSON PAINTING
Serving Newport County & The Point for 20 years

I
~'R~
SMy-two-13r~Stree:t:

"Live Jazz Piano Friday & Saturday Nights"
401-849-3999
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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS

DIVISION OF PUBLIC UTILITIES AND CARRIERS
Motor Carriers Section
89 Jefferson Blvd.
Warwick, R.L 02888
(401) 941-4500

January 6, 2010

Mayor Jeanne Marie Napolitano
City of Newport
43 Broadway
Newport, RI 02840

Dear Mayor Napolitano:

FAX (401) 941-9161

Enclosed you will find a copy of a notice ofpublic hearing to be conducted by the Division of Public
Utilities and Carriers regarding the application of Aquidueck Ferry & Charter, Inc. for a Certificate of Public
Convenience and Necessity to operate a feny in and around Newport Harbor.

Aquidneck Ferry & Charter has filed this application under R.I.G.L. 39-3-3 and this agency is
responsible under R.I.G.L. 39-3-3.1 to notify your office of the pendency of such an application and the date,
time and place of the hearing to consider said application. Please review the attached hearing notice and the
proposed route and schedule to determine if your community would be affected, positively or negatively, by
the granting of such an application and to determine further if you wish to offer comment or participate more
fully in the scheduled hearing.

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please feel free to contact the Division at (40I) 780-
2158.

Sincerely,
~.

,ll.A/{fi'-'<-.-L~_.

Terrence Mercer
Associate Administrator



STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS
DIVISION OF PUBLIC UTILITIES AND CARRIERS

IN RE: APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF PUBLC
CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY FILED BY
AQUIDNECK FERRY & CHARTER, INC.

NOTICE OF HEARING

DOCKET NO. D-10-01

Pursuant to the provisions of the Rhode Island General Laws, § 39-1 et seq. as amended,
the Division of Public Utilities and Carriers (the "Division") will conduct a public hearing on
Wednesday, February 3,2010 at 10:00 A.M. in a Hearing Room A of the Division of Public
Utilities and CalTiers, located at 89 Jefferson Boulevard, Warwick, Rhode Island. The hearing
may continue thereafter from day to day and time to time as required.

At this hearing, the Division will examine the propriety of an application by Aquidneck
Ferry & Charter, Inc. (the "Applicant") for the issuance of a celtificate of public convenience
and necessity and authority to operate as a seasonal water carrier of passengers. The Applicant
seeks to provide water carrier services between points in Newport departing from (I) Fort Adams
to Goat Island, (2) Goat Island to Perotti Park, (3) Perotti Park to Bowens Wharf, (4) Bowens
Wharf to Ann St. Dock, (5) Ann St. Dock to IYRS Wharf, (6) IYRS Wharf to Rose Island, (7)
Rose Island to NWC Museum, and (8) NWC Museum to Fort Adams. The proposed ferry
service is seasonal and will run from April 15 through October 15.

Anyone wishing to protest an application must do so in accordance with the Division
Rules of Practice and Procedure. Anyone seeking Intervemor status for any heating described
above must file a Motion to Intervene in that matter, in writing, with the Division Clerk within
seven (7) calendar days after the date Notice was given to the public by legal notice in the
Providence Journal-Bulletin. The Motion must conform to the requirements of Rule 17 of the
Division's Rules of Practice and Procedure (available on the Division's web site at
www.ripuc.org).

The Application is available for examination at the Division's office and can be accessed
at www.ripuc.org. Reference is made to Rhode Island General Laws, Chapters 39-1, 39-3 and
42-35, specifIcally Sections 39-3-3 and 39-3-3.1.

The Division is Public Utilities and Carriers is accessible to the handicapped. Individuals
requesting interpreter services for the hearing impaired must notify the Clerk's office at 780­
2107 seventy-two hours in advance ofharing date.

Thomas F. Ahem, Administrator
January 12, 2010
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CITY OF NEWPORT, RHOIH~ ISLAND
J) l' l'. I. . \ n \. J 0 ,

--. ------------.._-------- ----~

I
_____..1

VICTlIALlNG LICENSE APPLICATION r--l -----~-]
TO Till: II0NORI\IlI.I: COliNCII: _ I~ATE~__.J 1s-tL~J

-------~

oWNI: R (Ilci/\-------·-·-~--·-······--·-·--- ~

CorpmatiOll): ~:yue{f)({'·'::' tAYe,s d COf\ .. ;\-,ons
0\\ ncr AddrL.ss[---'-7~f/\I~---·--:"';-.. .... _... ] CITY OF NEViPOr\T

-----b<'- - r:::rlrnLl0.tilaLLJ!ittJ.Eb_ .__... ..ffiU:U;riLs.cL~Cl. _
Cit) ~,~-._~----------~-JState: [-;D.-r-.J/iPrf:'::---;~~/jJ

II t-{' -{(;"IIl/\") --~ .•.J--.---- ~ (J

Owner Phone: ---]1311siness Phonc: r--=--------"-----------l.
JJLe-.Q~1LJ __t:J:::lteL_ 1J:t.1-lk ~'&1/.r :--Q'~"-11.

Mailing Address (c!loose- OllL'): (<I) Busilless I.ocatioll.@(h\llership Addrc'>s. ur (Cl ()thL'l" (specify below)

c=--=~_~==~=~_=-=~=~=_-_~-==_~_-_=--~==~__ .._
[

Is liquor license application being submittcd by the applicant? [U0~] or \\ill it be ill the ruture'.' [~;J

..... " .. " . . "
Description nnd/or rendering (lr archilectllrc tll be tlsL'd (if (·hanging). INI"I·IAI.S: : Attached? (YI·:S'.lNo) : :........ . .

-- ---'-- -- --- -- -- --- -- --- -- -- -DO NOTWRITF BELOW TillS LlNF- -. -- --- -- -- --- -- --- -- ----

Filill~ Fee: C-J
c L~~

I)"te Paid: [-----·----·-·1
-----_..._-_._--_._.._-

Approyed by ('olllleil .__.___. . . . . Disapproyed hy ('olllldl_

IsslIed ".I'_~ ~_ /)lIle . .__.__
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Owner:
DBA:
Location:

If NEW establishment -or- if NOT already "on-file", PLANS must be pro"ided.
Irne"v establishmellt. pl\l\'idc detailed Silt' Plan showing entire pl'clllisL'S. inICrioLl:.\lcl'inr. scating capacity-. dumpster
location. and parking mea.

." ••••••• a ••••••••••••••••• '\

DATES :. .. .
t •••••••••••••••••••••••••• •

'~--'

Location:

Weighl per pickup:

Number of Cans:

Type/Odor Pre"ention:

Type of
BUSINESS:

:~:::::~:::;~::"' ;::c~" NO, :~~;: & S;""""""lif[;;iiiij'~..·...·.·:·:
~'~;~ill':~Je'! LY~,QJ :):~I~:li:::;I1" IFithL'L?l1~tljl;==-~=_--~-=-_~_-~ J ~Iu~,:~:~r d
Garbage Disposlll: Dumpster'! [V-eS] (j Trllsh Reeeptlleles'! c=J

.[\'~_~~<s~tl LN~VJP4~Egi-~~<LQ]

~h~~~~~ r~---~ •• _~J
C=---~~~~~-_~ [---- I

PRIVATE PICKlJi'?0 By Whom'! l ~_~-.-~--~-
............. ':,

INITIAL to acknow/edue receipt '!lUtter/Trash li~fi) (ifnew) : :

Phone #:

Signalu re of
Applicant:

Your signature bel0\\· indicatcs that )Oll hure rc\'jC'wL'd the inl'(\J'Illiitioll on this t\\O page r<ll'!1l and agree that it
is correct. Any change will require lhal a nell appliealilln be liled lIilh lbe Cily Clerk's "nice.

r:··~~i.~:;;;iih:::::::::::::::::::::::::::.;:::::.-:.;Date: r:ijiilJ?i/:.\
'Ii ~=51'3l.0:J2Yb~____==]

Prinl Name I~ to' 4--1A-:~~-b-L---~==_=~=J Tille [6rlN'!..L~-",b=,,--~~~_



~

,~

"l
vU'..

""



Rhino Bar & Grille

J.H. E'nterprises, Inc;"

I\I )! \' " ,- -__ '0 "

11 ...,..; .....

APPLICATION FOR EXPANSION - VICTUALING"Lj'~2"i.:,"i Ci', ,,"

DATE: November 24, 2009 CI!YCL'_C':::--',,'~~,,__,, __
_ ~~_.__... "._>J ~_,~ .~

APPLICANT:

D/B/A:

ADDRESS: 33 7 Thames street

, CURRENT LICENSED PREMISES: _.:::E:::n.:::t.:::i.::,r::,e--t::p=.r::::em:::.=.is:::.ce:::s~0:C.'f=-=N::.:e,:,:w~p:::o:=rc.'t,-":B,-,,,acyy __

Club ,excluding plaza level retail spaces and common areas

PROPOSED EXPANSION: To permit se,rvice of food in outdoor

plaza area on premises during hours of 11:30 AM to 9:30 PM

(12 tables/4 seats each)

Current Seating: Indoors,_~x~__

Additional Seating Proposed: Indoors, _

Number of Tables and Chairs to be Added:

Outdoors _

Outdoor __""x _

DATE _

DRAWING OF PROPOSED EXPANSION, TO SCALE, SHOWING
TABLES AND SEATING MUST BE ATTACHED.

J.B. Enterff~s~Inc.

Applicant: By: XtrtP.£J!"t\~( ~ ' _

Authorized signai~¥ ,5oSWtk e-: 91tJ ...J!I!t'eo) j r,

Applicant's Address: 337 Thames Street, Newport, RI 02840

__________________ Tel. 'iN1o'tJ2l;::V

******************************************************************

TO BE COMPLETED BY CITY CLERK'S OFFICE:

COUNCIL ACTION

CONDITIONS. ~ _

$15 Filing Fee Paid. Date license issued. ,---------'
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TO TBE CITY OF NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND
CITY CLERK

CITY HALL, 43 BROADWAY
NEWPORT, RI 02840

BOARD OF LICENSE COMIVlISSIONERS

OFFICE OF PLANNING AND ZONING

SAFETY ALWAYS FIRST

My name is Pat Robb, I own and have been operating a business, Espresso
Yourself Cafe for the past eleven years, in the Peny Mill Mall, here in beautiful
downtown Newport. Several years before, I was an EMT Level II. My main concerns
regarding the Petition of J.H. Enterprises are for the safety of our patrons, visitors, and
natives ofNevvport.

1. There have been many vehicle related accidents involving the area in
question.

I had been witness to one in particular that left the car up against one of
the park benches with two fatally injured passengers.
There have been several others that involved the Wave statue.
Therefore this area has a history of being very dangerous.

2 Vehicles would be inclined to stop by the Wave statue, to permit passengers
entrance or existing from the vehicle, since there is no parking provided to the
area. This is a major intersection in town and would be very hazardous to
everyone in the area.

3. There already exists a problem when the bar closes with crowd control,
fighting and noise. How will having tables and chairs assist in dispersing the
crowd? It could only make it worse.

4. The tables and chairs would block pedestrian foot traffic, making it difficult
for people to walk through the plaza and also walk closer to the street traffic.

S. The servers for this area would have to walk up the public stairs and through a
public entrance at the top ofthe stairs. This could lead to possible accidents,
involving trays offood and alcoholic beverages and pedestrians passing by.

6. There are enough obstacles in the plaza, including the multitudes of tourists,
without further blocking safe passage thru the area.

LET'S KEEP OUR PATRONS, VISITORS, AND NEWPORTERS SAFE IN OUR
FINE CITY OF NEWPORT.



TO TI-ffi CITY OF NmVPORT, RIi:ODE ISLAND
CITY CLERK

CITY HALL, 43 BROADWAY
NEWPORT, RI 02840

BOARD OF LICENSE COMMISSIONERS

OFFICE OF PLANNING AND ZONING

I have further concerns regarding my business and the other businesses that share the
common area on the fIrst level ofthe Perry Mill Mall.
These are:

The area in question is common area to access all the businesses in the mall, by
limiting usage to one business this would inhibit the pedestrian traffic to all the
other businesses in the mall thus reducing income to the other businesses.

I have listed the owners and their businesses and property oWned in the Perry Mill
Mall:

Jeff Marlowe and Nancy Speroni
Arkwear and The Bite Me Bait Co.
Units 1 (owners) unit 16 (rents)

Joyce Vandergalien
Owns units 11,12, &13

.Kathleen Conneely
Island Graphics
Unit 2 (owner) unit 13(rents)

Denise Montoya and Chai Pimolwatana
Charn Collections
Units 3,7, 15(owners)

pat Robb
Espresso Yourself Cafe
Units 4 & 8 (owner)



Tuesday, January 12,2010

Board of License Commissionefs
City ofNewport,
City Hall
43 Broadway
Newport, RI 02840

RE: AJ!»£l'iic!'ltn'n, :!f1'Iil,m ,tH, lEll:t@Jr];llli'i§es, Rille" 1ii/1iJ/1Il Riti~]€J> ~!f,~' G.'illi@ :lllil!dJ M:llji,~Ib>~ ]R<I€J>ID
337, TllulllWIiJ§ St, NIiJ'WJ!l'@i"it,mill21l41ill (l'\T0WJPlIWa ~my Clll!lllb) f<l}Jr 1iJll:)j»!llll1l§Umll <l}flbl!ll§nll1lIiJ§§

I own a retail unit the building where l.R Enterprises proposes to convert the existing plaza, which
is directly in front of my store and three other retail units, into a seasonal outdoor patio for its
restaurant.

My late husband was the first merchant to set up his business in that building over 25 years ago.
Island Graphics has been operating its t··shirt store in Newport for over 30 years. Like most resort
wear retailers, our business is seasonal and we rely on our "summer" visitors to make a living.

The plaza is mobbed during the snrnmer months. People come to take rest on the benches, or to
have a photo taken by the statue of the "Wave", or are just strolling leisurely, browsing the stores
and soaking up all that Newport has to offer. It's a half way point between Upper and Lower
Thames Street and is a short stroll to the Cliff WaIle, so lots ofpeople tend to congregate there, and
it's a great spot, a NewpOlt landmark.

AJ.! the merchants in the building feel that serving food & drink on the plaza would create a m8Jor
safety hazard, 8.s it is such a busy area for pedestrians. The servers would have to carry food on a
tray, up a large flight of stairs, through double doors and then struggle with foot traffic to the
designated seating area.. I expect that the seating area would have to be railed off. TIus would
dr8.stically reduce the pedestrianised area and would almost certainly deter people from walking
around the seating area to enter our stores. It would be detrimental to business, as most of our
business comes through the doors that open directly out to the plaza.

In the 25 years Island Graphics has been located in this building, we have never been able topark
in the buildings' car park, as there are simply not enough parking spaces. We have to find parking
in the limited pa1king lots around the area. I note that J.H. Enterprises has requested a variance to
the off-street parking requirements for an additional 8 spaces. The lack ofparking spaces in the area
is a noteworthy concern.



·2·

It is also worth noting that lH. Enterprises has yet to seek approval for its proposals from the
Homeowners Condominium Association at the NeWl)ori: Bay Club & Hotel.

Having been a small business in Newport for over 30 years, I hereby wish to fOffi16'.l!y speak out
. ttl " ~,. 1 . ." " Ij' 1 i' , " 'j I' jagmns - Ole gram':Uig ox tIns propO-SbC expanSIon, nOt JU:;i. uGeause: 1~, \It/OU ( l)C (e nnlenra!. LO 'Cle oca_

retailers in the plaza, but because it would deprive the tourists, who are the backbone of our
livelihood, ofa public llxea that they have enjoyed for many years. There are enough reasons alxeady
foy not coming to Newport... .ladc ofparlr.ing, high bridge tolls, traffic congestion. Let us 110t add to
the list by taking away from t.hem the use of this landmark area..

Sincerely,

Kathleen Conneely
Owner· Island Graphics

CC: Newport Bay Club & Hotel· Homeowners Association Board



CITY OF NEWPORT

ORDINANCE

OF THE

COUNCIL

NO.

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF TITLE TEN OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF
THE CITY OF NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND, REVISION OF 1994, AS AMENDED,
ENTITLED, "VEHICLES & TRAFFIC."

BE IT ORDAINED by the City of Newport:

SECTION 1. Chapter 10.12 Of the Codified Ordinances of the City
of Newport, Revision of 1994, as amended, entitled
"Administration and Enforcement," is hereby further amended as
follows:

Section 10.12.090. Temporary Rules Variances to Suit
Special conditions.

DELETE Paragraph A and ADD IN LIEU THEREOF the
following:

"A. The traffie engineer Director of Public Services, by
and with the approval of the council, may make
temporary rules regulating traffic or may test traffic
control devices under actual conditions of traffic. No
such experimental rule regulating traffic shall remain
in effect for more than thirty (30) days, except as
otherwise provided in Paragraph C of this section."

ADD THE FOLLOWING NEW PARAGRAPH:

"C. Hazard Road shall be closed to vehicular traffic from
December 1 through March 31 of each year, and on any
day between March 31 and December 1 when conditions
warrant its closure, as determined by the Director of
public Services."

SECTION 2. This ordinance shall take effect upon its passage
and all ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith
are hereby repealed.

IN COUNCIL
READ AND PASSED

Kathleen M. Silvia
City Clerk


