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Summary of Proposed Work 
 

Five individual proposed work projects are requested for approval, all relating to construction of a 

new single family residence.  We request each work project to be considered by HDC independent 

of the others for the purposes of approval.  Please see addendum for further details on #2-#5:  

 

1) Construct a new 2-1/2 story, single family residence with an attached 3.5-car garage and 

pool in the character that will blend seamlessly with the existing Newport aesthetic.  

Proposed project is under the 35’ max height allowed and no zoning variances are 

anticipated to be requested.   

 

2) Modifications of historic stone wall for the new residence entrance and driveway  

3) Repairs to existing historic stone wall for crumbling or leaning areas 

 

4) Modification of historic stone wall to add protective stone caps  

 

5) Approval for modification historic stone wall to add embedded ornamental fencing in stone 

cap proposed in #4.  WITHDRAWN 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Materials / Product Literature 
 
 

Windows: Andersen E Series Aluminum Clad Windows with Simulated Divided 
Lite Grilles. 

   (See attached specs) 
 
Sidewall:  Parex Exterior Stucco System 
   (See attached specs) 
 
Roofing:  Tesla Shingles 
   (See attached specs) 
 
Exterior Trim: Composite flat stock by Versatex for all exterior profiles, dimensions, 

& overhangs. (See attached specs) 
 
 ‘Haddonstone’ cast limestone decorative window and door 

surrounds/Pilasters 
 
Stone Veneer: Eldorado Stone Veneer 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

Windows: 
 

Andersen E Series Aluminum Clad Windows with Simulated Divided Lite Grilles. 
(See attached specs) 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 

Exterior Wall: 
 

Exterior Stucco System 
(See attached Specs) 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Roofing: 
 

‘Tesla” Shingles 
(See attached Specs) 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 

Tesla Shingle Roofing Example 
Installation in Progress 

 
The Tesla Shingle effectively mimics the look of very large shingled black slate: 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Exterior Trim: 
 

Composite trim, moldings & columns by Versatex for all exterior profiles. 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Exterior Trim: 
 

‘Haddonstone’ cast limestone for all window and door surrounds and corner pilasters 

 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Exterior Stone: 
 

‘Fond Du Lac’ real Stone Veneer  

 



 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 
Exterior Roof Window: 

 
Town & Country Glass roof window 

  

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



Historic District Commission – Application Addendum

54 Hammersmith Drive 

2 ½ Story Single Family, Aramli Residence 



Proposed Work Requests to HDC

Five individual proposed work projects are requested for approval. We request each

work project to be considered by HDC independent of the others for the purposes of

this application :

1) Approval for construction of single family residence with pool

2) Approval for modifications of historic stone wall for the new residence entrance

and driveway

3) Approval for repairs to existing historic stone wall for crumbling or leaning areas

4) Approval for modification of historic stone wall to add protective stone caps

5) Approval for modification historic stone wall to add embedded ornamental

fencing in stone caps proposed in #4. WITHDRAWN



Proposed Work Requests to HDC

Application Line Item #1

Approval for new construction of 

single family residence with pool

• Size, scale & massing 

• Siting and setback

• Materials and architectural details (see appendix)



Appropriateness of Residence Size & Scale

54 Hammersmith 

Proposed residence size: ~12,800 sq. ft living space on 1st and 2nd floor, attic TBD

Proposed residence footprint: ~8,590 sq. ft including 3.5 car attached garage

The proposed residence lands squarely within the Ocean Drive estate district,

among many homes of similar and larger size. A limited sample of nearby or

abutting similar scale homes include:

• 8,090 Sq. Ft 60 Beacon Hill Rd Abutting Property

• 7,731 Sq. Ft. 30 Hammersmith Rd Abutting Property

• 10,473 Sq. Ft. 70 Beacon Hill Rd 0.14 Miles

• 11,783 Sq. Ft 31 Beacon Hill Rd 0.35 Miles

• 13,659 Sq. Ft 36 Beacon Hill Rd 0.33 Miles

• 13,534 Sq. Ft 26 Beacon Hill Rd 0.46 Miles

• 13,164 Sq. Ft 325 Ocean Ave. 1 Mile



Appropriateness of Massing & Architecture 

54 Hammersmith 

The owner has been a full time resident of Newport for 12 years and maintains

tremendous affection for the Newport historic architectural aesthetic. The

proposed residence was designed drawing on inspirations and elements from

numerous architecturally significant and historic Newport manor homes. These

architectural inspirations have been adapted, re-invented and recombined to create

a new and uniquely modern yet architecturally familiar Newport home.

Inspirations were happily drawn from:

• Beach Mound at 729 Bellevue, built 1897

• Crossways at 101 Ocean Ave, built 1900

• Vernon Court at 492 Bellevue, built 1901

• Bois Doré at 115 Narraganset, built 1927



Massing & Architecture 

Beach Mound & Crossways, Thematic Inspirations: 



Massing & Architecture 

Vernon Court and Bois Doré, Thematic Inspirations:



Appropriateness of Massing & Architecture 

Rendering of Proposed 54 Hammersmith Rd



Appropriateness of Massing & Architecture 

Rendering - 54 Hammersmith Rd



Appropriateness of Massing & Architecture 

Rendering - 54 Hammersmith Rd



Setback & Siting - 54 Hammersmith Rd

R-160 Zone
• Setback requirements:

- 100’ front, 50’ sides and rear

- Proposed setback: 126’ to front porch

- Setback to main mass of house: 137’

• Lot coverage allowed: 6%

• Lot coverage will be within 

allowed limits

• Building height to be within 

allowed zoning limits 

• Siting has basement foundation located 

20’ away from historic landscape feature 

(the stone retaining wall circle)

NO ZONING VARIANCES TO BE 

REQUESTED OR EXPECTED



Setback study covering most of Beacon Hill Rd, all of Hammersmith Rd and closest points of 

Brenton Rd (see map red line) shows the setback of the proposed home is above the median 

setback of the local area, and a further setback than several nearby estate size homes.  The setback 

is greater than 4 out of the 5 closest homes.  Source: Newport GIS 

Address 

Distance from 

54 

Hammersmith

Setback Per 

Newport GIS

Estate Sized 

Home, Living 

Space, Square 

Footage

125 Brenton Rd 0 6

44 Beacon hill Rd 0.7 9 7487

5 Hammersmith Rd 0.5 36 6564

75 Brenton Rd 0.3 41

63 Hammersmith Rd 0 50

17 Beacon Hill Rd 1 60

23 Hammersmith Rd 0.2 68

20 Beacon Hill Rd 1 75

31 Beacon hill Rd 0.9 75 11783

283 Ocean Ave 0.2 89

74 Beacon Hill Rd 0.5 99

157 Brenton Rd 0.2 111

146 Brenton Rd 0.2 114 6057

54 Hammersmith Proposed 0 126 12800

30 Hammersmith Rd 0.2 143 8093

70 Beacon hill Rd 0.3 143 10473

58 Beacon Hill Rd 0.4 146

21 Hammersmith Rd 0.2 215

26 Beacon Hill Rd 0.9 221 13534

140 Brenton Rd 0.1 235 5232

86 Beacon Hill Rd 0.3 249 6435

88 Brenton Rd 0.3 253

Address 

Distance from 

54 

Hammersmith

Setback Per 

Newport GIS

Estate Sized 

Home, Living 

Space, Square 

Footage

54 Hammersmith Proposed 0 126 12800

125 Brenton Rd 0 6

63 Hammersmith Rd 0 50

140 Brenton Rd 0.1 235 5232

146 Brenton Rd 0.2 114 6057

157 Brenton Rd 0.2 111

21 Hammersmith Rd 0.2 215

23 Hammersmith Rd 0.2 68

283 Ocean Ave 0.2 89

30 Hammersmith Rd 0.2 143 8093

70 Beacon hill Rd 0.3 143 10473

75 Brenton Rd 0.3 41

86 Beacon Hill Rd 0.3 249 6435

88 Brenton Rd 0.3 253

58 Beacon Hill Rd 0.4 146

5 Hammersmith Rd 0.5 36 6564

74 Beacon Hill Rd 0.5 99

44 Beacon hill Rd 0.7 9 7487

26 Beacon Hill Rd 0.9 221 13534

31 Beacon hill Rd 0.9 75 11783

17 Beacon Hill Rd 1 60

20 Beacon Hill Rd 1 75



304 Belleview 

Regarding siting of the proposed home 20’ from the existing Arthur Curtiss James historic rose 

garden landscape feature (stone circle), there is abundant precedence for historic Newport 

landscapes and formal gardens to be connected to and abut the historic homes on the property: 

367 Belleview 540 Belleview 

548 Belleview 44 Ochre Point 31 Beacon Hill Rd



Regarding siting of the home within 20’ of the historic rose garden landscape feature (stone 

circle), there is zero element of the proposed home siting that would require disturbance, 

demolition, removal or damage to the existing historic stone circle landscape retaining walls.  

Proposed home siting is shown below in relation to existing site conditions:

Closest siting distance from edge of 

west porch to stone retaining wall: 11’

Closest siting distance from main mass 

of the home and basement foundation 

wall to the stone retaining wall: 20’

The home foundation wall will require a 

construction excavation dig to extend 

10’ past the foundation itself, leaving a 

minimum of 10’ of undisturbed earth to 

support the closest sections of stone 

retaining wall during construction.    



Rather than remove a small portion of the stone circle retaining wall closest to the home, to 

enable ease of entry (per original application), the revised siting plan proposes new steps to 

be added to the existing retaining walls in the location noted, allowing a direct step-down 

walk-in path from the home into the stone circle.  The steps shall be built in the same 

aesthetic as the existing stone steps of the circle and utilize on-site stone: 



Rendering Camera Viewpoints of Proposed Home Siting 

View #1

View #2
View #3

View #4

View #5



View #1: From street, centered on proposed driveway entrance



View #2: From street, west of proposed entrance, view of stone circle 



View #3: From street, east of proposed entrance 



View #5: From yard, east of stone circle centered on west porch of house



View #4: From street, east of driveway at second opening in wall



Plan to Protect Historic Stone Wall at South Property Line

During Home Construction

• Ingress/egress openings in the wall shall have high-visibility barriers placed such

that heavy equipment and trucks will not accidentally run into and damage the wall.

• No construction equipment, vehicles or materials requiring forklifts shall be stored

or parked within 20 feet of the wall

• All on-site contractors shall be notified of the historic nature of the wall and trained

on proper procedures to avoid damage

• Signage shall be posted around the wall warning onsite contractors not to modify,

damage or disturb the wall



Proposed Work Requests to HDC

Application Line Item #2

Approval for modifications of historic stone wall of a 

new opening for the proposed residence driveway 

• Historic Stone wall existing details and modification 

approach 

• Net impact to historic stone wall with new opening  

• HDC precedence for approving new openings in 

historic walls 



Stone Wall Along Hammersmith Rd. 

Abutting the historic Arthur Curtiss James estate Gate Wall and running the length

of 54 Hammersmith road along the southerly plot line is a shorter stacked stone

wall ranging from 2.5’ to 3’ tall, with two pre-existing openings made by a prior

owner ~12 years ago. A drive through Beacon Hill Rd – Hammersmith Rd reveals

more than 1 linear mile of stone walls of various types along the roads.



Stone Wall, Hammersmith – Modifications for Residence Entrance

The south property line is 655’, with a total

length of 598’ of existing historic stone wall,

traveling 91% the length of the entire south

property line. Removal and relocation of

small sections of the stone wall are proposed

to make way for the proposed driveway to the

residence.

This includes removal of a 30’8” section of

wall and relocation of a 14’ wall section to an

existing gap in the wall created by a prior

owner ~12 years ago, resulting in the net

reduction of the existing wall of 30’8” total

length. This equates to net removal of only

5% of the total length of 598’ stone wall for

placement of the residence driveway.



In addition to layout aesthetics, the

residence driveway was proposed to NOT

align perfectly with the pre-existing opening

in wall made by a prior owner in order to

save one of the historic European Beach

trees lining the south property line. Due to

natural land slope around the tree,

substantial ponding of water has been

occurring. Per arborist evaluation, the tree is

already unhealthy due to the water ponding.

Placement of the driveway immediately

adjacent to this area (lining up perfectly

with existing opening) will dramatically

exacerbate this water ponding issue and

likely kill the historic European Beach tree.

Stone Wall, Hammersmith – Modifications for Residence Entrance



Proposed Work Requests to HDC

Application Line Item #3

Approval for repairs to existing historic stone 

walls for crumbling, leaning or broken areas

• Historic Stone wall details and means of 

construction



Historic Stone Wall Features – The Gate Wall 

As part of the original Arthur Curtiss James

estate, the vacant plot at 54 Hammersmith

contains two distinct historic stone wall

features running along the south property

line. One of these historic stone wall

features, a portion of the original rear gate of

the Arthur Curtiss James estate standing at

over 8.5’ tall, is a mortared and capped

stacked stone wall in generally good

condition on the plot at the intersection of

Hammersmith and Brenton Road. This wall

shall be restored without modification to its

look, form or features.



The Gate Wall – Additional Documentation

The Gate Wall contains mortared joints and is of a “ledgestone” style

construction using stones of similar color. The wall is in remarkably

good condition for its age. Some minor repairs are necessary and it is

clear that prior mortar joint repairs have been performed on the wall.



The Gate Wall – Repair Plan

• The wall shall be cleaned of vegetation,

moss and overgrowth and shall have closeup

high resolution photographs taken every 10

feet prior to any repair, documenting the

placement of every stone and its pre-

existing conditions.

• Not a single stone shall be replaced. Not a

single stone that is not original to the wall

shall be added.

• Cracked/open mortar joints and loose stones

shall be repaired using the mortar joint

techniques pre-existing in the wall.

• Typical example areas for repair are shown



Low Stone Wall Along Hammersmith Rd. 

Abutting the historic Arthur Curtiss James estate Gate Wall and running the length

of 54 Hammersmith road along the southerly plot line is a shorter stacked stone

wall ranging from 2.5’ to 3’ tall, with two pre-existing openings made by a prior

owner ~12 years ago. A drive through Beacon Hill Rd – Hammersmith Rd reveals

more than 1 linear mile of stone walls of various types along the roads.



Low Stone Wall Along Hammersmith Rd. 

This wall is in poor condition with various sections crumbling or leaning

unstably. It is estimated that 40% of this wall will require some rebuilding or

repair. The stacked stones show no mortar joints on the sides, but are mortared on

the top and interior sections. All repairs/rebuilds shall maintain the original

construction approach and utilize existing wall stone still available on-site from

prior owners demolition.



Low Stone Wall Along Hammersmith Rd. 

Documentation and Means of Original Construction 

• Mixed sizes and colors of field stone in irregular mosaic

pattern, largest stones are 24” wide, smallest are ~4” wide.

• Interior construction uses mortar for joining stones (lower

right photo – broken end of wall)

• No mortar joints show on vertical outside wall faces.

• Top of wall was fully mortared as a cap (upper right)



Low Stone Wall Along Hammersmith Rd. 

Repair Plan 

• Prior to repair, the entire wall shall be documented with

close-up high resolution photographs taken every 10’ with

markers indicating location.

• The crumbling or unstably leaning sections of the wall shall

be rebuilt using the original stone already in the wall.

• All repair/rebuilt sections shall be made using original wall

construction techniques

• Several large piles of wall stone are available on site from

prior owner’s demolition (see photo), any stones requiring

replacement, or additional stones used shall have been

original to the wall.



Low Stone Wall Along Hammersmith – Existing Opening #2

The other existing opening in the stone wall (~29’) created by a

prior owner approximately 12 years ago has wall ends are broken

and crumbling, the ends will be re-built and terminated with gate

posts of identical stone construction to the wall, using stone from

the wall left on-site from prior owner, of height no more than 3’

above the existing wall top.



Proposed Work Requests to HDC

Application Line Items #4, #5

4) Approval for modification of historic stone wall

to add protective stone caps

5) Approval for modification historic stone wall to

add embedded ornamental fencing in stone caps

proposed in #4. WITHDRAWN



Stone Wall Along Hammersmith – Additional Protection & Fencing
The development proposal to restore and rebuild the

stone wall along its existing length on Hammersmith

rd. includes placing a cementitious or stone cap as

typical of many historic Newport stone walls to ensure

longevity after repair. See photo of typical protective

cap on historic stone wall from nearby Pen Craig

estate. The vast majority of historic stone walls in

Newport have caps for this purpose. Architectural

drawings to be provided.

Due to high population of coyote, deer in this area, and

the family’s desire for privacy, the entire lot will be

fenced. For the south property line, short, 3 to 4’

wrought iron style ornamental fencing is proposed to

be mounted directly on the restored and capped stone

wall. See photo for typical example. WITHDRAWN



Appendix on Historic Landscape Feature:

Sunken Stone Circle Retaining Walls

These slides presented for informational purposes to

HDC only, to demonstrate project’s commitment to

restoration and preservation of the historic

landscape feature on the property. No specific

approval is requested for repair of the crumbling

stone retaining walls.



Referenced City of Newport Ordinances and Codes 



“The Amphitheater”

This large historic landscape

feature is defined by a depressed

circular area ~90 foot diameter with

an additional circular arced terrace

on its north side. Retaining walls

that define the landscape feature

vary from 18” to 4’ high. It is in an

extreme state of disrepair and

crumbling.



“The Amphitheater”

The retaining walls are in an extreme state of disrepair and

crumbling. Nearly 70% of this landscape retaining wall

will require rebuild and repair. The stairs would be

considered unsafe. The stone retaining walls have

mortared joints and all repairs/rebuilds will be done in the

original construction style of the wall, using wall stone

available on-site.



Research on “The Amphitheater” 

reveals it to be a rose garden of the 

Arthur Curtiss James Estate, circa 

1910 



Historic Photo of 

Original Arthur Curtiss James

Rose Garden 
The ruins of this once beautiful rose

garden and its landscape features

shall be repaired, rebuilt and returned

to its former status as a manicured

formal rose garden and landscape

centerpiece of the new residence. All

repairs will be done in the original

construction style of the wall, using

wall stone available on-site. High

resolution photos shall be taken every

10’ of the retaining walls to

document pre-existing conditions.



All drawings herein are copyrighted by Alec R. Tesa, and are not for any other

use than for the exclusive progress review of this house. Reproduction of these

drawings are not permitted without explicit written permission from Alec R. Tesa.
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 ARAMLI RESIDENCE
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NEWPORT, RI

PLANTING NOTES

1.
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3.

4.

5.

6.
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9.

10.
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12.

13.
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15.

LANDSCAPE CONTRACTOR SHALL VISIT SITE PRIOR TO SUBMITTING BID TO BECOME COMPLETELY
FAMILIAR WITH SITE CONDITIONS.

NO PLANTING WILL BE INSTALLED UNTIL ALL GRADING AND CONSTRUCTION HAS BEEN COMPLETED
IN THE IMMEDIATE AREA.

CONTRACTOR TO VERIFY ALL UTILITIES ON PROPERTY AND TO PROTECT ALL UTILITIES DURING
EXCAVATION.

IF THERE IS A DISCREPANCY BETWEEN THE NUMBER OF PLANTS SHOWN ON THE PLAN AND THE
NUMBER OF PLANTS SHOWN IN THE PLANT LIST, THE NUMBER OF PLANTS SHOWN ON THE LIST WILL
TAKE PRECEDENCE.

ALL CONTAINER MATERIAL TO BE GROWN IN CONTAINER A MINIMUM OF SIX MONTHS.

ALL MATERIAL SHALL COMPLY WITH THE LATEST EDITION OF THE AMERICAN STANDARD FOR
NURSERY STOCK, ACCORDING TO THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF NURSERYMEN.

CONTRACTOR SHALL REPAIR ALL DAMAGE TO PROPERTY FROM PLANTING OPERATIONS AT NO
COST TO THE OWNER.

CONTRACTOR SHALL GUARANTEE NEW PLANT MATERIAL THROUGH ONE CALENDAR YEAR FROM
TIME OF PROVISIONAL ACCEPTANCE.

ALL PROPOSED PLANTS SHALL BE LOCATED CAREFULLY AS SHOWN ON THE PLANS AND THE
PLACEMENT SHALL BE APPROVED BY THE LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT BEFORE THE INSTALLATION.

ALL DISTURBED AREAS NOT TO BE PAVED OR PLANTED SHALL BE LOAMED AND SEEDED AS SHOWN.
SEE SPECIFICATIONS FOR SOIL PREPARATION AND SEED MIX.

TWO INCH (2") DEEP, FINELY SHREDDED BARK MULCH WILL BE INSTALLED AROUND ALL TREES AND
SHRUBS THAT ARE ISOLATED FROM GROUNDCOVER AREAS AND GENERAL SHRUB MASSES.

ALL PLANT MATERIAL SHALL BE INSPECTED BY THE LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT ON SITE PRIOR TO
INSTALLATION.  THE LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT WILL TAG ALL TREES AT THE NURSERY AND INSPECT
THEM AFTER DELIVERY TO THE SITE.  SEE SPECIFICATIONS FOR TAGGING, INSPECTION, AND
ACCEPTANCE OF PLANT MATERIAL.

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT SHALL CONFIRM PLANT LIST AND APPROVE SUBSTITUTIONS OF PLANT
VARIETIES PRIOR TO ORDERING OF MATERIAL.

SOIL MIX: 1/3 PEAT MOSS, 1/3 SCREENED LOAM, 1/3 DEHYDRATED MANURE.

THE OWNER RESERVES THE RIGHT TO SUBSTITUTE PLANT SELECTIONS WITH PLANTS OF SIMILAR
CHARACTERISTICS IF THE SPECIFIED PLANTS ARE NOT AVAILABLE IN ACCEPTABLE QUANTITIES OR
CONDITIONS.
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